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Cleveland Museum of Art’s Newly Reopened South Terrace 
the Setting for 13th Annual Chalk Festival 


Festival Scheduled for Sept. 14 and 15 


CLEVELAND (Aug. 28, 2002) — Everyone is invited to create original street paintings at the Cleveland Museum 
of Art’s 13th annual Chalk Festival, Saturday, Sept. 14, and Sunday, Sept. 15, 2002, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. each 
day. Admission is free, but there is a nominal cost to participate (fee covers materials and reserves a pavement 
square). Free music performances will also be featured throughout the weekend. 

The setting for this year’s Chalk Festival is the Museum’s newly reopened south terrace. Individuals, 
families, schools and neighborhood groups of all ages and skill levels can rent their own small square(s) of the 
terrace with a 12-color box of chalk for $5 each or large square(s) with a 24-color box of chalk for $10 each. 
Participants may register on arrival. A supervising adult must accompany children under the age of 15. Groups are 
encouraged to pre-register by calling (216) 707-2483 by Sept. 11. 

The festival is inspired by the centuries-old tradition of Italian chalk drawing. In the 16th century, artists 
used chalk on the plazas outside cathedrals to copy paintings of the Madonna by Raphael and his contemporaries. 
With these street painters, called J Madonnari (painters of the Madonna), an artistic tradition was born. Today 
chalk festivals are held annually in Europe, Africa and the United States. More than 1,500 participants and 
thousands of spectators are expected to attend the Museum’s event. 

“We are thrilled that the exhibition Raphael and His Age: Drawings from the Palais des Beaux-Arts, 
Lille coincides with this year’s Chalk Festival,” explains Robin VanLear, festival director and CMA’s artistic 
director of community arts. “Early street painting was heavily influenced by Raphael’s works. Participants are 
invited to create Renaissance-inspired art or draw inspiration from other works in the Museum’s collection. My 
piece this year is influenced by the photography exhibition House Hunting: Photographs by Todd Hido and 
works by such early 20th-century realists as Edward Hopper, Charles Sheeler and Maxfield Parrish.” 

In addition to VanLear, these accomplished chalk artists will create original street paintings: Anna Arnold, 


Maria del Carmen, Bruno Casiano, Kester Jerry, Wendy Mahon, A.D. Peters and Jesse Rhinehart. 


(more) 
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Entertainment 
Performing during the weekend will be the Roberto Ocasio Latin Jazz Band (Saturday) and Blues DeVille 


(Sunday). Parade the Circle Celebration dancers and giant puppets will also perform and mingle with the crowd. 


Chalk Workshops 

One week prior to the festival, the museum presents a workshop, offered twice, on chalk drawing. Participants may 
attend either of the two sessions for Chalk Making and Street Painting: Sunday, Sept. 8, from 2 to 4:30 p.m. or 
Wednesday, Sept. 11, from 6 to 8:30 p.m. Participants learn to make chalk using an old-world recipe with new- 
world materials and practice professional techniques for masking, stenciling, shading and enlarging a picture. 

The fee ($17 for individuals, $40 for families) covers one workshop, including materials, and reserves 
chalk and a square for the festival. Children under 15 must register and attend with an adult. For more information 
or to register, call (216) 707-2483. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 5,000 years. The museum is a pivotal 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the museum, its 
holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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